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Our city forester retired early in 2003; the position remains unfilled.

Almost all cities in MN with populations greater that 50,000 have a city forester and/or Natural Resource Manager.  In fact, most cities with populations of 10,000 have a city forester.

Bloomington is the 5th largest city in Minnesota; 30% of its land is in park & open space.
Our community, together with others in the Twin Cities Metro Area, has a strong history of tree care, dating back to the onset of the Dutch Elm Disease epidemic during the mid 1970s.  
The economic, environmental, and social benefits of trees are great.  See page 3 for a list.
Our city forester’s duties have been distributed among several city employees, who are meeting a number of citizen needs but are not trained to be natural resource managers or community forester.  
Dutch Elm Disease & Oak Wilt tree infections continue to increase in Minnesota.  Bloomington has significant populations of oak and elm.  These diseases and insect invaders need to be closely monitored to prevent serious outbreak(s) in our city.

Bloomington’s current tree disease control budget is not sufficient to remove all the diseased trees in the city, allowing disease infections to increase.

While Minneapolis, St. Paul, & Duluth (Minnesota cities with the largest populations, #1, 2, and 3, respectively) all have boulevard tree planting programs, Bloomington has no boulevard planting program.  Our city has an ordinance that does not allow tree planting on residential boulevards without a permit from the city forester.
Having a city forester will improve the city’s eligibility to receive state and federal grants for resource inventory, disease programs, and/or planting.  State grants require a qualified manager to monitor and maintain grant projects.

Bloomington has a very large population of woody invasive species, particularly buckthorn, in our green space and parks.  The cities of Minneapolis, St. Paul, Eagan, Minnetonka, Edina, and others have all started buckthorn eradication projects—via grants or partnerships between the city and volunteer groups.  Bloomington currently provides assistance to a limited number of volunteer-coordinated projects.  Bloomington needs to assess and minimize the damage caused in our green space by woody invasive plants.

Bloomington does not have a tree inventory that allows evaluation of the condition & extent of the city’s tree resource.  State grant money is available for a percentage of this cost, but must be applied for and monitored by a qualified forester.
The Bloomington Arbor Day event (required to maintain our 20+ year status as a Tree City USA) needs to be overseen by a forester or qualified arborist.  Unfortunately, 61% of the deciduous balled & burlapped trees, planted at this year’s Arbor Day event at West Bush Lake Park died.  This could have easily been prevented with proper oversight by a city forester.
Our city needs a technical natural resource expert to answer residents’ questions and provide education to groups.
Bloomintgton’s tree ordinance needs updating to keep in step with research & published recommendations now accepted in the field.  
Our city needs an emergency response plan for storms that take down large numbers of trees.   Regrettably, after a large wind storm in the late 1990s, Bloomington had a significant fire at our disposal facility along the Minnesota River that likely could have been prevented.
Bloomington needs a representative to attend meetings of the Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee (MNSTAC), Minnesota’s tree board, to receive up-to-date reports from DNR Forestry, MN Dept. of Ag. Shade Tree & Invasive Species Unit, the University of Minnesota Forest Resources Dept., and other city foresters.  These agencies and groups provide important information concerning:


1.  Insect & Disease issues in the state


2.  Research results and publications related to Urban & Community Forestry


3.  Grant & cost-share programs related to Urban & Community Forestry


4.  Seminars, workshops, and continuing education

5.  Advocacy for U & C Forestry programs and projects 

City budget constraints are a reality.  Some communities have combined the duties of city forester and natural resource manager; other cities have hired forestry consultants on a part time basis; some communities have shared a city forester.  Many option to provide a qualified, professional city forester or natural resource manager exist.  Please contact our state forester, Ken Holman, at the MN DNR for more information.

Trees are major capital assets in America’s cities and towns.  Just as streets, sidewalks, sewers, public buildings and recreational facilities are a part of a community’s infrastructure, so are publicly-owned trees.  Trees, and collectively the urban forest, are important assets that require care and maintenance, the same as other public property.
Trees improve our environment and quality of life.  Without trees, the city is a sterile landscape of concrete, brick, steel, and asphalt.  Picture your town without trees.  Would it be a place where you would like to live?

Trees make communities livable for people.  Trees add beauty and create an environment beneficial to our mental health.







Georgia Forestry Commission

Environmental, Economic, & Social Benefits of Trees

Environmental

· Trees improve air quality by absorbing carbon dioxide & replenishing the air with oxygen

· Trees fight the atmospheric greenhouse effect by sequestering carbon in their roots & trunk. About half of the greenhouse effect is caused by CO2.

· Trees filter particulate matter from the air

· Trees improve water quality with their web of absorptive roots by reducing

 - soil erosion  

 - water run-off into ponds, streams, lakes & rivers

 - sediment and chemical transport into water ways

· Trees increase wildlife and bird diversity by providing shelter & habitat

· Trees can be recycled (lumber, fire wood, woodchips, etc.)
Economic

· Properly placed trees save energy & money by

- Shading homes and businesses, reducing summer cooling costs

- Reducing the urban “heat island” effect

- Sheltering homes & businesses from winter winds, reducing winter heating    costs
· Trees increase property value by 10 – 20% resulting in increased tax revenues and reduced turnover rates
· Neighborhood green spaces or greenways typically increase the value of property nearby.

· Trees enhance community economic stability by attracting businesses & tourists
· People spend more time shopping along tree-lined streets (Nat’l Arbor Day Foundation)

· Apartments & offices in wooded areas tend to rent quicker & have longer leases than those in treeless locations.

Social & Aesthetic

· Trees screen unsightly views & reduce glare
· Many trees provide pleasing flowers, fruits, shapes, textures, fall colors, and winter interest.
Trees:

· Reduce noise pollution by absorbing sound from freeways & roads.

· Properly placed, create a sense of place, space, enclosure, and shelter
· Help reduce stress in the workplace and speed recovery for hospital patients
· Create feelings of relaxation and well-being
· Provide privacy and a sense of solitude & security

Facts provided by:
USDA Forest Service

Georgia Forestry Commission: www.gfc.state.ga.us/services/ucf/benefitsofurbantrees.cfm
http://www.ci.golden-valley.mn.us/environment/value.htm
Respectfully submitted by:

Janet R. Larson

Bloomington Parks, Arts, & Rec. Commissioner

B.S. Urban & Community Forestry

Member, Minnesota Shade Tree Advisory Committee
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